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Sabra delivered of three Sons, her unfor- 
tunate Death ; and the Champions 


Journey to Jeruſalem, - _ 

Bout a year aſter St. George and Sa. 
A bra had been married, ſhe was de- 
Kyered of three ſons, who were all ſoon 
after chriſtened ; one was named Guy, 
another Alexander, and the other David, 
who were about eighteen years old when 
Sabra unfertunately died in the following 
manner. A hunting-match was propo- 
ſed, and Sabra being willing to ſee how 
active her ſons were at that ſport, went 


along with them; and juſt. as the chace 
began a ſtag rouſed, and Sabra being 


willing to keep pace with the teſt, but 


3 


2 \ 1 | 
ſtraining her horſe too much, he threw. 
her with ſuch force that ſhe died on the 

| ſpot, aſter having recommended her fons 
very affectionately to the care of their fa- 
ther. This occaſioned great grief to all 
the Champions, eſpecially St. George, 
who was almoſt inconſoleable; but how- 
ever diſcovered as little of it as poſſibly 
he could. After the funeral was over, St. 
George vowed to go to Jeruſalem bare 5 
footed, to expiate his fins, and to appeaſe 
the ghoſt of his Lady, by whoſe unlucky | 
hunting-match ſhe loſt life. This reſo- 
lution being made known 'to the other 
Champions, they for the love they bore 
him, reſolved to accompany bim; which 
he would not let them, as they might 
be otherways uſeful; and fo embracing 
them, and "recommending them to the 
Kiog's care, he departed; in which long 
and painful journey I ſhall leave him, ad, 
return to hi lone” ; 
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Thele ele ef to aaa over ap" : 
I mothers tomb, in which they ſo e 
ed who ſhould exceed the other in, for- 1 
r row, that they agreed, That e Mw = 
wo fect 
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1. 44 
at her monument, ſhould ke counted as 
chief mourner. £8 | 
To this end Guy repaired to an en- 
chantreſs, who for a great reward, though 
it was the depth of winter, ſent her ſpirit 
do fetch all forts of fragrant flowers, which 
ſhe made up like a garland, and ſo en- 
chanted that they could dot fade. 
1 Alexander brought a ſilver lute, which 
he hung fo adyantag2ouſly, that at every 
breathing of the wind it would tune me- 
lodiouſly, without being touched. 
0 David came laſt, attired in white ſilver 
[ aobes, with a ſilver baſon and poniard in 
{| his hand, and opening his boſom, pricked 
his tender fleſh, and let out thirty drops 
oſ his blood, which he offered upon the 
tomb, to expreſs his affectiens to his dead 
mother 3 ſo that his brothers concluding 
| 
| 


| He had gat thaglory-from them, fell on 
„ bim with violetithands ; and immediate- 
| y the tomb flew-open;- and the ghoſt of 
| their mother: appeared, charging them to 
| forbear, and haſten to the Holy Land to 
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reſcue their father, who was in danger of 
| his life; wid immediately vaniſhed, and 
| he tomb >... - 
This uncXpeated fh: ſtruck them with | 
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great horror ; and they ſwore to live in 


perfect unity. And remembeiing what 
was told them concerning their father, 


begged leave of the * to go. To this 


with much entreaty, ſhe cenſent, and 
theteupon he ſet out, | 

As they were going threagh a wgod, 
in Provences, in France, they head the 
cries of a lady in diſtreſs, and immediate- 
ly diſmounted ; when on going forward, 


they ſaw a beautiful lady tied by her hair 
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to a tree, and three cruel Moors ſtanding” 


round her; theſe they killed, and re- 


leaſed the lady, wi o returning them ma- 
ny thanks, telling them, Her father Was 


the Duke of Normandy, whoſe country 


had been taken from him by the French 
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ter the Seven Champions. 
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FO, oh 
king, and that they'come for ſhelter into 


the woods, where they got a little hut, 


and lived peaceably till theſe Moors came 


to ſteal veniſon, and found out their hut, 


and then bound her fatber and took her 


away. 


Here they proceeded towards a little 


cottage, where the Duke was bound to a 
tree. He ſeeing his daughter return with 
"ſuch company, conceiyed the: beſt, and 
Gs immediately died for Joy, which occaſion- 
ed more grief to her. After they had 


buried the old Duke, they wqu:d have 
perſwaded her to go with them, but ſhe 
would not, Saying, She was geſplyed to 
ſtay and mourn over her father tot twelve 
months. ==: £27 N 


EEB 


leave, and procęcged on their journey, 
where we ſhall leave them, gak af- 
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CHAP. 
St, George 115 a Giant, and arrives at the 
oly Sepulchre, 


HE Seven Champions after many a 
weary ſtep, arrived at Damaſcus, 
where it growing near evening, and they 
perceiving on a large plain a very ſtately 
building, went to it to enquire for enter- 

tainment. 32 
Upon their approach they ſaw a bell, 
which they rang, and immediately an old 
grave man came and welcomed them; 
and aſter giving them ſome refreſhment, 
he told them, He had once twenty ſons, 
who were {killed in all rare work man- 
ſhip.' but through tne villainy of one who 
lived near, he had loſt fourteen of them 
fix only remaining with him. At this he 
called them out of a cloſet from whence 
they came playing with filver lutes, with 
ſuch melody, as charmed the Champi- 
ons. —This, and the xticlanchely- ſtory, 
moved the Chalet - to pity, him, re- 
ſolving they would be revenged upon his 
enemy. Therefore, on promiſe of ſecre- 
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cy they diſcovered, and was well furniſh- 
ed with warlike habiliments. out of his 
*armoury,. each one tsking what he liked 
deſt; and then proceeded towards the 
"houſe of bis enemy, who was a Giant, 


St. Dennis encountered him firſt, who 
was ſoon taken priſoner, as were the five 
others; but St. George, who judged at 
the reaſon of their ill lack, took a large 
iron bar, ſharp at one end, and ſo went 
towards the Giant; and after a bloody 
battle brought him te the ground. 80 
leaving him there to expire, he went and 
celeafed ſeyeral priſoners, to their great 
Joy, but more excecdingly to the old man 
when he jaw bie ſons return in fafety ; 
on which he embraced St. George, calling 
him the moſt accompliſhed Knight in the 


CY Www © X 


683 


world, and being reſtored to his caſlle and 


eſtate, he beſtoyed many rich preſerits on 
them, and fo they departed. 
They then proceeded'to Jeruſalem, an 
immediately went to the Holy Sepulchre, 
where, when they were Kneeling, they 
heard a muſical voice, which ſpoke theſe 
words: : 5 
Riſe noble champions, linger here fio more, 
Vour arms the world requires, depart therefore, 


By mighty deeds, endleſs to crown your name, 
And vrite your deeds in golden characters of 


| Fame ; | 3 
And you chaſte virgins that do here reſide, 
Horſes and armour muſt for them provide. 


This was no ſooner "over, but ſome 


virgins, who watched the Sepulchre, led 


them to a place in the fide of the moun- 


tain, where was armour and horſes ſuit- 


able to their quality. Being armed they 
rode out of the city in ſearch of adven- 


_ -rures. 


As they wes going through the wilder- 
neſſes of Arabia, they began to be faint 
with hunger, and wiſh: that they had 
brought proviſion inſtead of gold. Hows 


ever, as they were going along they per- 


ceived: ſome ſmoke, towards which they 
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went, reſolving. to be gueſts, whether 
1 welcome or not. St.George rode before, 
and coming to demand ſuccour, a Giant 
came out, and ſeeing but one Knight, he 


thought to cruſh him. with bis fiſt, but 


St. George ſat him with ſuch fury that 
be felled him before the others came up, 


which when they d d, they went into the 
caſtle, where they found great ſtore of 


proviſions, and having refreſhed them- 


ſelves they departed in ſearch of other 


adventures, , 
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-- BRAS FP: I. 
The Seven Champions lulled to fleep by 
the Knight of the Black Caſtle. 


1 Champion's leaving the Giant“ 


cave, paſſed over ſeveral mountains 


and eſpied a pavillion, to which they rid, 
and feund a reverend old man fitting in 


a melancholy poſture, and the body of a 


dead virgin very cruelly mangled, lying 


by him. 80 they al'ghted to enquire 
into the meaning, to which end they all 


Went up to the old man, who received 
| them very courteouſſy, and after they had 
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Teſted themſclves they aſked the 
it, to Which he anſwered in this manner, 
I am, ſaid he. Lord of all theſe plaigs, 
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d the reaſon of 
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and though my profeſſion is but a ſhep- 
herd, yet providence had ſo bleſſed me 
induſtry, that I have large poſſeſſions, 


and above all, I was happy in two chaite 


and beautiful daughters; who now by 


cruel means, are in the cold embraces of 


death; and here, ſaid he, you ſee one of 
them murdered before your eyes. 

At this the Champions fetched a figh, 
and entreated him to give them an acount 
of the authors of his miſery, and if it was 
poſſible they would revenge his cauſe; on 
which the oſd man told them, That not 
far from thence lived one Leogar, ſtiling 
himſelf a Knight, of a luſtful diſpoſition, 
as will appear: For falling in love with 
my eldeſt daughter, and I not knowing 
his temper, conſented to the match, and 
they were married; but his mind being 
unſettled, and having reaped the 'plea- 
ſures of love, be fell in love with my 


invited her to ſee her fiſter ; as they was 
going through a wood, he began to tell 
his paſſion to her, which the rejecting 
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oungeſt, Once in a kind manner, he | 
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Wich abhorence, he ſtripped her, gained 
his will, and then ſtrangled her. But her 
little page, who had undiſcovered ſeen 
theſe actions, ran to my eldeſt daughter, 
and told her; whereupon ſhe went to the 
chamber of her diſloyal husband, who by 
this time was come home, and after re- 

| Proaching him for his inconſtancy, made 
at him with a dagger, but miſſing her aim 
e killed her infant and then herſelf. — 
This news ſoon reached my ears, upon 
/ which I fetched the body of my youngeſt 
daughter, and inſhrined it, 

| At this relation the Seven Champions 

| were greatly incenſed ag inſt the knight 
of the Black Caſtle, and having rode a- 
bout ten miles they came in fight of the 

/ caſtle, but the acceſs to it was difficult, 
' there being a deep more round it, and 
| thedraw-bridge up; for the knight fear- 

| ing revenge would be ſought fof the mur- 
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dered innocents, had leagued with a Ne- 
cromancer to fortiſy his caſtle, near which 
' food a marble pillar, with a ſilver trum- 
pet, with theſe words engraved on 3 
He that this trumpet ſounds will - percieve 
e F 

Te draw- bridge fall, and. open fly the gate. 
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St, George after reading this, put the 
inſtrument to his mouth, and ſounded it, 


whereupon the bridge immediately fell 
down, and the gate flew open. So tying 
their horſes at the foot of the bridge, they 
boldly marched on; but ſcarce were they 
entered before a great darkneſs made 'em 
ſcarce know where they were; however 
going down a pair of ſtairs, they ſaw the 
Knight, the Necromancer, and ſeveral 
Giants ſtanding on the battlements, whom 


they challenged to come down. and fight 


in the conrt-yard, Hts 


Leogar ſent twelve giants to kill them » 
or take them priſoners, ſo that between 
them was a dreadful fight; but it ended 


in favour of the Champions, which made 
Leogar ſtorm exccedingly, and was going 
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to throw himſelf over the battlements nad 
not the Necromancer told him, His art 
- ſhould accompliſh, what ſtrength could 
not, He cauſed them to think they ſaw 
five or ſix more giants running into the 
caſtle, and thinking that by following 
them they might come at Leogar, they 
run after them, but no ſooner entered the 
caſtle, then they fell together into a dun- 
geon paved with dead men bones, 

This furprifed them vaſtly, and ſearch- 
ing about for a place to get out, they ſaw 
a ſtately bed, upon which all but St. 
George ſat down to reſt themſelves. They 
no ſooner fat down than a deep ſleep 
overcame them; for ſuch was the en- 

chantment of this bed, that they could 
not be waked, ſo that St. George was 
left by himſelf. — At this time the magi- 
cian deſcended in a frightful ſhape, threat- 
ening St. George with a terrible death: 
but his menaces frighted him not, for had 
not the conjuror yaniſhed he had at one 

blow cut off his head. This monſter was 
No ſooner gone, but another more terrible 
came, with whom St. George had a com- 
bat, but at la killed him; after this he 
Was no more troubled, only at being con- 
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1 ſined, where we will leave him at pre- 
t ſent and return to his Sons. | 
1 5 | 
Nenn 
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Y The Travels of St, George's Sons. 
” HE ſons of St. George, in purſuance 
þ of their defign, reſolved ,to purſue 
knightly adventures, and find out their 
i father. Therefore, aſter they had parted 
4 with the Duke of Normandy's daughter, 
A as before cited, they went on board a 
* Sicillian veſſel, and in a ſhort time arrived 
P at Sicilly, and travelling about they found 
A 2 great number of towns without any | 
hs people in them. | | 
. This ſurpriſed them much, but going 
* on, they heard a vaſt noiſe, and having 
ry rode a little way their horſes began to 
id jump: and looking about they ſaw a a 
ne monſter approach them with claws lik e 
vo an eagle, and eyes like flaming fire, 
le Sir Guy firſt approached this menſter 
wy and ſtruck him with his ſpear, but his 
he ſcales being as hard as braſs, ſhivered it 


U | in pieces, ſo that he was obliged to als 


1 16 5 
ſault him with his ſcymetar, but the erea- 
ture raiſed himſelf on a ſudden, and had 
certainly deſtroyed him, had not Sir I. 
vid come up to his. aſſiſtance. Sir Alex 
"der at that time, gave him ſuch a blow, 
as made him ſtagger, on which Sir Guy 


thruſt his ſwerd down his throat, and ſo 
ended tas life. 


The young Knights left his carcaſe on 
the ground, approaching farther into the 
town, and perceived a hermit paſſing a- 
long, to whom they rode up, and he 
told them that the country they had come 
through was deſerted upon account of a 
| beaſt whom they called Mongo. 


The hermit no ſooner ended his dif- 
5 courſe, but they told him he was deſtroy - 
ed, which; Jy timed overcame him; and 
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juſt at that time a herald paſſed by, with 
four Knights, who were going to pro- 


claim in all foreign realms, That if any 
perſon ſhould overcome this monſter, he 
ſhould be made a peer of the realm, and 


have a golden helmet for his reward, 


The young Knights told them theit 


. ſearch was at an end, for they had deſ- 


troyed him ; whereupon the herald went 
to tell the King; who came out to view 
the oarcaſe of the beaſt; and afterwards 
he entertained them very gallantly, and 
having given them each a ſilver helmet, 
they departed in ſearch of other knightly 
adventures. e 
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The Sons of St. George meet with the 
Queen of Armenia; and of their re- 
leaſing the Seven Champions. 


* young Knights . ail upon 
their enquiry, and hearing nothing 
of their father nor the other champions, 
ca Auded ſore miſhap had befel them ; 
but travelling through-a wood they heard 
a Lady woefully-complaini well the 


Knight of the Black ae th her daugh- 


ter, who was before her; and 
going up to them, they found ſhe had 
been the Queen of Armenia, but was ba- 
niſhed by her ſubjects into the woods for 


[39] 
yielded to the, embraces of that Knight, 
by whom ſhe was forſaken after ſhe was 
delivered. 

The young Knights were highly in- 
cenſed againſt the 225 ht, when they had 
heard her ſtory; 2 the Queen, ** 
giving a letter to her daughter to deliver 
* N Knight of the Black Caſtle, the. 
di 

After ſhe was buried, they went to the 
caſtle, where Roſanna, for ſuch was her 
name, ſaw-her wicked father and the ma- 
gician loeking over the battlements, con · 
triving to deſtroy them; however, Sir 
Guy blew the nal Moro immediately 
the draw-bridge fell down and they en- 
tered, but were not gone far before they 
ſaw this inſeription on a pillar of jaſper: 


While here ſeyen fatal lamps burn bright, 
This place ſhall never yield to Knight; 
But when extinguiſh'd by a fountain clear 
By her who does a roſe on her breaſt wear, 
Theſtrangeenchantmentthen ſhall diſappear+ 


They then pereeived a Giant and pur- 
ſued him into a hall, where the ſeven 
lamps were burning, and where a fierce 
he was fought, but in the end they 


next chatper, -- -- 
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© "flew the giant, and tried to extinguiſh the 
lamps, thongh in vain, At laſt remem- 


bering the inſeription, Roſanna took one 


of their ſhields, and fetched ſome water 


out of a fountain which they heard bub- 


bling, and put out the lamps. — Imme- 


diately the enchantment ended, the Seven 
Champions awaked, and rejoiced to find 
St. George their deliverer.— L. eogar find- 


ing the enchantment ended, eſcaped up- 
on a ſwift horſe ; and the Necromancer 


took his flight on winged ipirits, Ro- 


ſanna, after leaving the Champion, went 
in ſearch of her father, whom ſhe found 


in a neighbouring village; and he, having 


read the letter which his daughter brought 
him, died inſtantly ; whereupon ſhe ſtabC- 


bed herſelf. —— The Seven Champions 
went to the old ſhepherd, and having put 


him in poſſeſſion ef the caſtle, they de- 


parted for their own countries, — An ac- 
count of their deaths may be found in the 
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a compleat victory; but over 1weating - |. 
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Of the violent Deaths of all the Seven 


Champions. 


H E firſt that left this life was St. 

Patrick, who cauſed a houſe of 
ſquare ſtone to be built within a wood in 
Ireland, out of which he never went, 
though he lived three years, but had his 
victuals given him through a hole, and a 
little time before his death, he digged his 
own grave with -his nails, and refigned 
his pious breath; in memory of whom the 
Iriſh annually wear a Red Croſs. 


St. David coming into Wales, and 
finding it overun with Saxons, muſtered 
a troop of his friends, and that they might 
the better diſtinguiſh themſelves, he or- 
dered them to imitate him, whereupon | 
he plucked a leek, and placed it upon his 


helmet, ſo that having drawn the enemy | 
from the mountains to the plains, a fierce © | 


fight enſued, in which St. David obtained 


cenſed the King, 
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[i]. himſelf in the battle, he caught a violent 


cold, which occafioned his death. And 
on his death-bed he defired all his coun- 
trymen to wear a leak every firſt day of 
March, that being the day on which he 
won the victory, 

St. Dennis the Champion of France, 
living a godly life in the country, ſo in- 
that he commanded 
him to be beheaded ; which no ſooner 
was donc, but he roſe up and walked three 

uarters of a mile, Which miracle fo 
errified the King, that he embraced the 
Chriſtian religion, had St. Dennis ſainted, 
and a ſtately church built where he died, 
alſo little altars or praying places at each 
part of the road, where he ſtopped, which 
are ſtanding at this time. 
St. James, at his return to Spain had 
a a chapel built, and getting ſeveral devout 
| Chriſtians together, they ſang pfalms 


which ſo incenſed the King that he or- 


dered them to be (ſhut up, fo that they 
were ſtarved to death; yet ſuch light and 
harmony were ſeen and heard in the place 
after their death, that all men wondered: 


And God's Judgments delayed. not long 
1 to fall on the King, 86 a 
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he pined to death. St. James was after- 
wards fainted, on account of theſe mi- 
ratles. . * . 
St. Andrew, preaching the goſpel in 
Scotland, among the Highlanders, they 
fancied he was ſent as a ſpy, and fo they 
dragged him to a croſs made of two trees, 
and while he was praying for them they 
cut off his head. The King hearing 
this, he went againſt them with a ſtrong 
force, and deſtroved them. This Saint 
Andrew is held the Patron of Scotland, 
and the Scots wear a Croſs on that day ; 
he was ſoon fainted, and a church dedi- 
cated to him. 9 
St. Anthony preaching to the people 
b at Rome, and not being minded by the 
b people, he deſired ſome of them to fol- 
low him, which they did, and he went 
down to the ſea-ſide, where he preached 
t to the fiſh, and ſuch numbers came round 
8 him, as convinced the people of the truth 
— Jof the Chriſtian religion; whereupon he 
y beptized them; and viewing the chapel, 
| 
de 
J: 


he found a prophecy that himſelf ſhould 

die there, which he fo far complied with 

that he continued there till he died, hav- 

g ing provyiſiens ſent him. Soon after his 


( 24") 
death, he was ſainted, and that Ia 
dedicated to bim. 

St, George, the worthy Champion of 
England, lived a moſt penitent life. At 
laſt, being informed of a Dragon living 
on Punſmore Heath, which hurt the in- 
habitants both far and near. St. George 
determined to deſtroy it, and accordingly 
did ; but the quantity of poiſon thrown 
on him by the Dragon, ſeized on his vi-al 


ſpirits, and putan 2 to his moſt preci- 
ous lite, - ** 4 * 
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